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Mr. G. McClure, Principal

Memo
To: Westbrook Parents
From: G. McClure
Date: December 12, 2008
Re: Inclement Weather Policy

Dear Parents/Guardians,

As we approach that time of year when winter weather conditions can affect bussing and school
services, | felt it important to review our inclement weather policy. Below is the school’s closure

policy.

Westbrook School Procedures for School Closure and Cancellation of Bus Service

In Compliance with Rocky View Schools Board policy, the following procedures will be put into
effect should Westbrook School need to be closed due to weather or other conditions:

1. Decisions to close schools due to inclement weather are done in accordance with RVS
Policy. The decision is made by bus drivers in collaboration with a designated area principal and
the area trustees. The general policy is based on either impassable roads, a wind chill factor of -
40 degrees Celsius or below based on a reading from an area airport — i.e., Springbank Airport
— or a combination of both. Please note that an individual school principal does not have the
authority to close a school due to inclement weather.

2. Decisions to close school because of inclement weather or other emergencies will be
announced on radio stations CBC, CHFM Lite96, 66CFR, JACK FM, FAN960, QR77, Q107,
Country1l05FM, CJAY92, CITY TV, The Range, and on the Global News Morning Edition.

e ltis theresponsibility of parents to listen for school closures

e This information will also be available on the RVS website: http://www.rockyview.ab.ca/
or calling 403-945-4000

3. Specific bus routes may be cancelled when the driver feels it is unsafe to operate due to
weather or road conditions, and the bus driver will notify all parents. Should a bus route or
routes be cancelled in the morning afternoon service will also be cancelled.

4. It is your responsibility as a parent to determine whether or not it is safe for your child to leave
for school during severe weather conditions and whether the school building is open.

5. Once students are being conveyed to school, the school will not be closed by the Principal
until regular dismissal time. Should it be deemed unsafe to dismiss students at the usual time,


http://www.rockyview.ab.ca/

students may be kept at the school until it is deemed safe for the buses to depart, or until other
arrangements have been made.

6. There is a possibility that schools may be closed during the day because of power failures,
heating, plumbing or water malfunctions. Again, all attempts will be made to hold the children at
school or transfer them to another location in the immediate area until dismissal time. Should
this not be feasible, it may be necessary to accommodate students in an alternate home until
regular dismissal time.

In the final analysis, the safety of your child(ren) is our prime concern. The decision to keep
your child(ren) at home during inclement weather must be your call. Please do not hesitate to
contact me should you have questions.

Regards,

G. McClure



